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WALKING AND RUNNING DISTANCES
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Franklin Park Walking Loop: 2.5 miles
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Emerald Necklace

CONSERVANCY



What is the Emerald Necklace?

Designed by Frederick Law Olmsted as Boston'’s first form of
green infrastructure and stormwater management

5-mile linear park, from Charlesgate to Franklin Park

1,100 acres (roughly half of all parkland in City of Boston)

7 parks: Charlesgate Park, Back Bay Fens, Riverway, Olmsted Park,
Jamaica Pond, Arnold Arboretum and Franklin Park

Connects 13 historic neighborhoods




Community Outreach and
Public Support

e Support from over 150 community members
e Support from over 35 organizations
including:

Garrison Trotter Neighborhood
Association

Greater Mattapan Neighborhood
Council

Zoo New England’s Franklin Park Zoo
Franklin Park Tennis Association

City Parks Alliance

Massachusetts Conservation Voters
National Association for Olmsted Parks
Jamaica Hills Association

Authentic Caribbean Foundation
North American Indian Center of Boston
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CONSERVANDCY

Connecting People and Parks and Conserving the Emerald Necklace

The Emerald Necklace Conservancy

The mission of the Emerald Mecklace Conservancy is to restore and improve the Emerald Necklace for all.

The Conservancy connects people and parks and conserves the Emerald Mecklace through projects and programs
that enrich the visitor experience and restore and renew the landscape, waterways and parkways. To steward the
Emerald Necklace's 1,100 acres of parkland extending from Boston's Back Bay through Brookline and Jamaica Plain to
Franklin Park in Dorchester, the Conservancy collaborates with its pariners on advocacy, maintenance and restoration,

education and access and promoting park stewardship through volunteer and youth programs.

A once-in-lifetime opportunity: the right community services and needed housing in the
right location, and an opportunity to restore parkland to Franklin Park, a high growth area in
a high-needs community.

Background/Sie Histery

Al mil

The Shattuck Hospital was built on "Heathfield”,
originally designed as a large meadow with shade
trees, after 13 acres of parkland were transferred
from the City of Boston to the Commonwealth for
the purpose of building a hospital in 1549,

The Shattuck Hospital building has now reached the
end of its useful life and is slated for demaolition by
the Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) Most services are planned to relocate to the
Mewton Pavilion at Boston Medical Center in the
South End. At the Shattuck site, HHS plans to build
75-100 units of housing for the formerly unhoused,
along with a recovery and supportive services.
Franklin Park has been a key open space for
neighboring communities, providing a gathering
space for events, as well as a welcome respite from

city life.

ng Address: 350 [amaicaway | Boston. Massachuseits 62150

The Cemmenwealth's Nearby Arberway Yards:
Superlor alternate lacatlon in proximity to public
transportation

The 18-acre site is the largest underdeveloped area
along the Emerald MNecklace, offering space 1o provide
the many requirements requested by the MBTA, the

City of Boston, the community and HHS, including:

» 8 acres for community services, residential units,
and affordable housing (as required by the
2001 MOU between the MBTA and the City of
Boston)

s Mental health and addiction rehabilitation
services and 75-100 units of housing for the
formerly unhoused.

» Sufficient space for the MBTA to meet its bus
related needs, including room for an electric
bus facility and charging station.

*  Mixed-use services and recreational

greenspace adjacent to public transportation.

TEL: BIT.522.2700 | FAX: 617.522.2770 | www.emeraldnecklace.org



A Variety of Uses
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- Overtime, land use in the park has changed,
including the addition of:
- Franklin Park Zoo
- William J. Devine Golf Course
- Expanded City Parks Maintenance Yard o A
: ShattUCk Hospita| (bUIlt on Heathfleld) Ma of Franklin Park, otIininareasotfreerace to te public

Location of 18-Acre Commonwealth-controlled “Arborway Yard” site

- Today, over 200 acres of parkland are not
freely accessible to the public



Site History




Current Approach by the Commonwealth

In 2018, the hospital was slated for demolition by the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) without community input.

Most services are planned to be relocated to the Newton Pavilion at the Boston
Medical Center in the South End

Plans for the site include 75-100 units of housing for the formerly unhoused through a
99-year lease to a private developer or entity. The Commonwealth will provide no
financial support.

The agency held a limited community process and did preform a feasibility
analysis or evaluate alternative options/sites during the planning process.







Collaboration with Northeastern University

Because alternate sites were not evaluated, the Conservancy collaborated with Northeastern

University on the following four studies, focusing on nearby, underdeveloped properties also owned
by the Commonwealth:

Alternative site review for Shattuck services

Analysis of the Arborway Yard (largely Commonwealth-controlled) preferred site
identified in first study

Development of concept designs for the Arborway Yard

Development of public engagement tools to promote design possibilities at
the Arborway Yard and gather community feedback




Prefterred Site for Consideration

The Commonwealth's Arborway Yard
Bus Facility:

e 18 acres, the largest underdeveloped area
along the Necklace

e Superior access to public transportation and
improved access to city services

iy 7 Arborway Yards
/ o Greenspace connecting the Emerald Mecklace to the Southwest Cooridar

e Offersthe opportunity to provide:
space for the T's growing electric bus fleet (formally He

. ® T Stop - Forest Hills Train Station
aﬁordable hOUS|ng A T Stop - Orange Line Bus Stop
housing for the formerly unhoused " -
recovery services




How Big is the Arborway Yard?

18 Acres is...

About half as big as The Pentagon
150X as big as a Basketball Court
300X as big as a Tennis Court

If the Arborway Yard were in Back Bay:
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1 of 4 Potential Arborway Yard Concept Designs

Program Legend el
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College of Arts, Media and Design

: Brian Contois, Evan Maras
Architecture



1 ot 4 Potential Arborway Yard Concept Designs

Massing Legend

. Residential/Retail . MBTA Bus/Retail Health & Support . Stony Brook . Rain Gardens/Storm Water

Housing Collection

‘ \ ‘ Northeastern University
College of Arts, Media and Design

Architecture Brian Contois, Evan Maras



1 ot 4 Potential Arborway Yard Concept Designs

NNortheastern University
College of Arts, Media and Design

Architecture Katie-Li Walker, Rachel Berman, Marissa Eklund
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‘ \ Northeastern University
College of Arts, Media and Design Brian Co ntOiS, Evan Maras

Architecture



Build Back Better

Current and upcoming federal stimulus money related to:

S

Climate resilient
transit
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Electric bus
technology
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Multi-modal
access

Housing

%Oj Ei EDF
Other community
services




Arborway Yard - A Holistic Solution

Meets Health Needs
. Mental health and
Meets Transportation Needs supportive rehabilitation

services; 75-100 units of
/ﬂ\ o, A

Space for electric bus facility
housing for the formerly

unhoused

oS

Meets Housing &

Community Needs

8 acres for mixed-use
services, affordable housing,
and recreational greenspace

Meets Access Needs
Locates supportive services
adjacent public transportation




Questions or
Comments?

For more information, please
contact Jun Lee, Emerald
Necklace Conservancy
Engagement and Policy Manager

Email: jlee@emeraldnecklace.org
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