
HAPPY ARBOR DAY 2022! 
 
Erica Holm  
Mass Audubon Urban Ecologist | eholm@massaudubon.org 
Emerald Necklace Conservancy Field Operations Assistant | eholm@emeraldnecklace.org 
617-620-7683 

WHAT IS ARBOR DAY? 
 

 

Arbor Day is a national holiday celebrated on the last Friday in April. This year, that’s Friday, April 
29, 2022. The holiday is a celebration of trees and planting new trees. The Emerald Necklace 
Conservancy celebrates by planting trees with youth each year. 

Here’s some information on its history from https://www.farmersalmanac.com/arbor-day-trees: 

“Arbor Day was first celebrated in Nebraska on April 10, 1874. By 1882, its observance had become 
a national event. Nebraska made Arbor Day a legal holiday in 1885, moving it to April 22, the 
birthday of Julius Sterling Morton, a Nebraskan journalist who later became the U.S. Agriculture 
Secretary under President Grover Cleveland. Morton was an enthusiastic promoter of tree planting, 
had long championed the idea of a day dedicated to planting trees. An estimated one million trees 
were planted during the first Arbor Day. 

Many other countries around the world set aside one day each year to celebrate trees, though not 
all of them take place on the same day as Arbor Day. One of the oldest is Tu Bishvat, a minor 
Jewish holiday that usually falls in late January or early February. In ancient times, the people of 
Israel used this day to plant trees and celebrate their gifts by eating dried fruit and nuts, 
including figs, dates, raisins, carob, and almonds.” 

  

mailto:eholm@massaudubon.org
mailto:eholm@emeraldnecklace.org
https://www.farmersalmanac.com/arbor-day-trees


OUR ARBOR DAY YOUTH TREE PLANTING 
 

PLEASE VISIT WWW.EMERALDNECKLACE.ORG/YLP-PLANTS-TREES/ TO FOLLOW THIS PROJECT OVER TIME! 

 

“The Emerald Necklace Conservancy is proud to coordinate its second annual Arbor Day Youth 
Tree Planting Project in 2022 in partnership with the City of Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department. The project serves as the year-end capstone for youth employed in Youth Leadership 
Program (YLP), where participants plant ten native shade trees in Franklin Park with the guidance 
and of urban forestry practitioners and educators.  

All plant material, labor, design, coordination, and day-of-event education are provided by 
donation from the Parks Department Tree Warden, Conservancy Field Operations Assistant, and 
certified arborists from Bartlett Tree Experts.  

The project is intended to foster community tree stewardship by local youth, provide an 
opportunity for hands-on arboricultural and urban forestry education, and exemplify best 
management practices for urban park tree plantings in the long term.” 
 

 

http://www.emeraldnecklace.org/ylp-plants-trees


WHAT IS URBAN FORESTRY? 
 

 
 

Boston’s urban forest is a critical part of our everyday lives. By urban forest, we mean all the trees 
and woody vegetation (shrubs, plant communities) in the City. 

These trees can be in “tree pits” along sidewalks and roads, in public parks, and even on private 
properties. Collectively, the urban forest provides benefits to urban residents by filtering and 
slowing stormwater runoff, pulling carbon dioxide (CO2) from our air and releasing clean oxygen, 
storing that carbon over the long term providing climate change mitigation, and creating physical 
and mental health benefits associated with exposure to urban green space. Plus, trees of different 
species add biodiversity to our cities and provide habitat for wildlife.  

Caring for and growing our urban forest is important for future generations to enjoy a healthy, 
resilient future. And, it takes a lot of work and collaboration across organizations! In this packet 
are some resources to check out so you too can contribute to our urban forest’s future. 

  



YOU CAN GET INVOLVED! 
 
All of the following resources need YOUR voice to come to fruition and shape and sustain our 
urban forest. Here are links to more information! 

Boston Urban Forest Plan 

https://www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/urban-forest-plan  

“The Boston Urban Forest Plan is a strategic long-term investment in: 

• the health of the trees and canopy in Boston, and 
• the City’s diverse residents.  

In Boston, nearly 700,000 people depend on the many benefits provided by the trees in our urban 
forest. The work we do here will have a regional effect. The development of an Urban Forest Plan 
will help the City deliver a thriving, collaboratively sustained urban forest. 

Our goal is to create a strategic plan that is based on science, and defined by the needs and 
desires of the community. We want to ensure that the urban forest will be better managed both 
today and 20 years from now.” 
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Boston Open Space and Recreation Plan 

https://www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/updating-seven-year-open-space-plan  
“How well is Boston’s park system working for you right now? Where do we want to be in seven 
years?  

The Open Space and Recreation Plan will provide an overview of what's going on in Boston's park 
system right now and then proposes actions for the next seven years. 

Planning for Future Parks: Neighborhoods continue to develop and grow in density. The City wants 
to provide access to high quality parks throughout Boston that matches that growth. However, 
Boston had not had a broad, landscape-scale vision for parkland since Frederick Law Olmsted. The 
City aims to lay out a new vision that recognizes a fundamentally different landscape in terms of: 

• culture 
• environmental justice 
• climate change, and 
• development pressure. 

Expanding the park system will rely on acquisition or protection by Parks and Recreation as well 
as other departments, state agencies, nonprofits, private landowners, and more.” 
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Franklin Park Action Plan 

https://franklinparkactionplan.com/  

“With the sale of the Winthrop Square Garage, Mayor Martin J. Walsh committed $28 million to 
revitalize Franklin Park. In preparation for this investment, which includes $5 million earmarked 
to create a maintenance endowment, the Boston Parks and Recreation Department is launching a 
new action plan for the park. 

The City of Boston is partnering with a team of landscape architects, planners, ecologists, and 
community engagement experts to create a community driven action plan for an engaging and 
diverse Franklin Park. The team’s goal is to understand the planning efforts that have come before 
it, what is working and isn’t working in the park, and what the Franklin Park neighborhood wants 
to see in the future. It’s your opportunity to help shape the future of the park and connections to 
the surrounding neighborhoods.” 
 

 

https://franklinparkactionplan.com/


Boston Area City Nature Challenge 

https://www.zoonewengland.org/protect/here-in-new-england/boston-area-city-nature-challenge/  

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2022-boston-area  

“Join the City Nature Challenge, a fun worldwide collaborative bioblitz with cities across the world 
to document and identify the most species! We're documenting urban biodiversity within the I-
495 corridor, out to Stellwagen Bank, including Cape Cod and islands. It’s simple, it’s fun, and it 
contributes to scientific data helping to better understand our world and our non-human 
neighbors! 

You can join me (Erica Holm) on May 1, 2022 (Sunday) 10:30am-12:00pm at the Boston Nature 
Center and Wildlife Sanctuary, Mattapan to be a community scientist! In a guided tour at the 
Boston Nature Center with our Urban Ecologist, you'll learn about the natural world while 
contributing to a dataset that will be used in research and planning in the future. We'll explore the 
outdoors and try to get as many nature observations as we can entered into iNaturalist for the 
City Nature Challenge! Across the nation, cities try to go out and document as many living things 
as they can April 29 - May 2. Over the years, this information can really help us understand urban 
ecology! Registration is required. Link = https://www.massaudubon.org/program-catalog/boston-
nature-center/82691-city-nature-challenge-2022” 
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DCR Urban And Community Forestry 

DCR’s Urban and Community Forestry program assists communities and nonprofit groups in 
protecting, growing, and managing community trees and forests with grant programs, technical 
assistance and training across all Massachusetts 

DCR's Urban and Community Forestry Program assists communities and nonprofit groups in 
protecting, growing, and managing community trees and forest ecosystems to improve the 
environment and enhance livability throughout Massachusetts. 

Urban and Community Forestry Program support Massachusetts communities through numerous 
programs including: 

• Competitive Grant opportunities 

• Citizen Forester Newsletter 

• Tree City USA, Tree Campus Higher Education, and Tree Line USA 

• Greening the Gateway Cities 

• Annual Arbor Day poster contest 

I very highly recommend the DCR Citizen Forester Newsletter! 
 
https://www.mass.gov/lists/the-citizen-forester-newsletter  

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) publishes on online 
monthly newsletter for citizens interested in all matters related to trees, forests, and silviculture. 
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