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W e want to begin by thanking you. In 
a year that disconnected us from 

each other in countless ways, we have been 
grateful to you—the park users—for your 
encouragement, motivation and support both 
past and present. Everyone who makes up the 
Conservancy—our staff, Board of Directors, 
Board of Park Advisors and our many donors 
and volunteers—bolstered our spirits daily 
as we navigated our place in the puzzle of 
pandemic relief. 

Last year, as the Emerald Necklace welcomed 
record numbers of visitors, our goal to connect 
people and parks became more urgent than 
ever. Amidst persistent unknowns, we asked two 
questions. “How can our work improve lives right 
now, in this present moment of crisis?” and “How 
can we ensure this vital resource will better 
serve our community in the future?”

In the following pages, you will find the 
beginnings of our answers to these questions. 
Our focus on user safety, education, 
communication and engaging programs this year 
has been a nimble and direct response to fill the 
gaps created by COVID-19. The Conservancy’s 
Virtual Engagement Response Team helped 
users of all ages discover new ways to explore 
the parks, and not only shifted our popular 
Summer on the Emerald Necklace series to a 
virtual format, but, for the first time ever, extended 
the series to subsequent seasons. Our education 

programming also became virtual and increased 
capacity, ensuring that we could mentor and 
provide opportunities for a greater number of 
underserved youth while many summer programs 
elsewhere were unavailable. And, through it 
all, our committed volunteer leaders supported 
and advised us on countless iterations of plans, 
contingencies and pivots. 

The events of 2020 highlighted our strengths 
and our weaknesses, which is why we’re 
not stopping here, but committing to a more 
inclusive, safer and healthier Emerald Necklace. 
For many, this summer was a wake-up call to 
address systemic racism. We are partnering 
with Grayscale Collaborative to pinpoint our 
inequities as an organization and a park system, 
and with their guidance working to envision and 
implement our role as advocates and allies. 

The Conservancy’s Olmsted Tree Society 
sprinted toward the end of its groundbreaking 
five-year Tree Management Plan, addressing 
the health of over 3,500 trees this year. And our 
advocacy efforts in Franklin Park, Charlesgate 
Park and along the Arborway gained significant 
momentum thanks to the dedication and hard 
work of our Board of Park Advisors and other 
community volunteers.

It’s hard to know what ‘normal’ will look like in the 
coming months, and, while we hope for recovery 
and dream of hugging loved ones, we want to 

carry with us the important lessons learned this 
year—the lesson that greenspace is one of our 
most resilient resources and that connection 
to each other and the earth is not to be taken 
for granted. We know the trees and ponds and 
pathways that brought us comfort this year will 
continue to be here for us as we heal. 

Thank you for your role in helping 
the Emerald Necklace Conservancy 
and our parks meet this difficult 
moment in history, and thank you for 
your ongoing support as we forge a 
greener future for all.

Karen Mauney-Brodek	        Ben Taylor
President		         Board Chair

Dear Friends,

PARKS
WERE HERE
FOR YOU
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I n fall of 2019, the Conservancy signed a 30-year lease with the City of Boston’s 
George Robert White Fund to expand our offices to the Curley House in Jamaica 

Plain. As opportunities to welcome park visitors and provide interpretive content and 
programming at the Shattuck Visitor Center steadily increase, and our growing staff 
and committed volunteers need elbow room to support the Conservancy’s multifaceted 
operations, outgrowing our former “home base” in the Back Bay Fens was only a 
matter of time. Taking over the three-story historic home of former Boston Mayor James 
Michael Curley allows ample space to host community meetings, situate the offices 
nearer the geographic center of the Emerald Necklace and take advantage of storage 
necessary for keeping a cache of park maintenance tools and supplies. 
The move supports several of our growing organization’s needs: “The 
Curley House allows us to truly designate the Visitor Center as a 
space for visitor welcome and education, providing parkgoers 
with resources and programming from our educational staff,” 
said President Karen Mauney-Brodek. “It also gives us some 
much-needed space for meetings, small events and volunteer 
supplies for those who help maintain the Necklace. We used to 
keep our supplies in our truck!”

The stories of Mayor Curley and Olmsted’s parks may 
seem disconnected, but, as often happens, Olmsted’s vast 
legacy touched this historic property overlooking Jamaica 
Pond. At a “soft” unveiling of our new offices in early 2020, 
representatives from the Frederick Law Olmsted National 
Historic Site in Brookline presented us with a print of the 
original landscaping plans for the house, designed by the 
Olmsted Brothers landscape architecture firm in 1916 – the 
successor firm operated by Olmsted’s sons.

The Conservancy Expands into the 
Curley House

”

Our new administrative offices, affectionately dubbed “The Curley,” have quickly proved vital to 
our mission, especially during the pandemic’s heightened demand for green space. Even as staff 
worked remotely over the past year, The Curley flexed as a staging area for our expansive parks 
signage system and volunteer operations, helped keep our community connected as the site 
of virtual events such as webinars and yoga classes and and has been a beacon of hope as we 
await the day when we can welcome our neighbors for an in-person look at this intriguing jewel 
on the Jamaicaway. 

While the Curley House awaits its public debut as the Conservancy’s newest offices, the 
City of Boston continues to make improvements and restorations so that it will be ready to 
welcome visitors when it is once again safe to gather. We are deeply grateful for the 
generosity of the George White Fund, the owner of the Curley House, 
for allowing us to steward this piece of Boston history and use it to 
better serve our public.

The Curley House allows 
us to truly designate the 
Visitor Center as a space 
for visitor welcome and 
education, providing 
parkgoers with resources 
and programming from 
our educational staff.
KAREN MAUNEY-BRODEK

 PARKS ARE HERE FOR YOU / 3

30SHAMROCK SHUTTERS ADORN 
THE CURLEY HOUSE

Clockwise from top left: The dining room and staircase of the Curley 
House are among its several Historically Landmarked interior 
elements. Upstairs, former bedrooms have been converted into 
colorful office space. 

Original planting plan for the Curley House, designed 
by Olmsted Brothers in 1916.
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2 020 was a milestone year for our Olmsted Tree Society. We completed a significant 
five-year phase within our ongoing Tree Management Plan and made great progress 

on tree pruning, inventorying and soil remediation goals. More than 3,500 trees were 
inspected or pruned this year alone throughout the Back Bay Fens, Riverway, Olmsted 
Park and Franklin Park—more than 40% of the Conservancy’s Tree Inventory, a target 
never before achieved in a single year!

Pruning is no small task: it requires contractor crews, trucks and tree climbers high in the 
air, but, according to Conservancy Field Operations Coordinator Erica Holm, 

Investing in pruning and inspection of our urban canopy today 
makes for healthier, longer-living trees and healthier parks 
for tomorrow. Pruning dead and diseased wood now and 
promoting strong branch structure extends the lives of our 
urban trees by dozens or even hundreds of years.

The Conservancy also prioritized tree watering to combat extreme drought this past 
summer, the hottest on record in the City of Boston. Some 300 young or newly planted 
trees were watered with 20 gallons per week in Justine Mee Liff Park, the Back Bay Fens 
and along the parkways over the span of ten weeks. Despite—and, perhaps, because 
of—this unprecedented year, the Olmsted Tree Society has been more committed than 
ever to its essential work of taking care of our tree canopy, ensuring the green of the 
Emerald Necklace is vivid for years to come.

P lanning for the future is one of the Con-
servancy’s most important responsibilities, 

and educating our community’s youngest park 
lovers is an unparalleled investment in the future 
of our green spaces. The Conservancy’s youth 
education and development programs—Green 
Team and Youth Leadership Program—connect 
Boston teens to nature and provide environmen-
tal education, training in horticulture, leadership 
and job preparedness skills and more. In 2020, 
our programming was no exception, helping 
youth from every corner of Boston to experience 
nature through a fun, challenging curriculum. 

Our educational staff didn’t miss a beat when 
it came to pivoting to a virtual format, quickly 
rebuilding the core curriculum for remote 
learning and self-guided outdoor experiences. 
Seven teens participated in the intensive 
after-school Youth Leadership Program from 
November to March and reported a greater 
appreciation for the environment as a result. 
One student remarked, “Regarding the 
environment, climate change and environmental 
justice issues, I learned how important water 
and plants are—how they help us as well as 

animals. Also, how those creations really need 
us more than we think. What goes on in the 
environment is on us but also has an impact on us.” 

In summer, Green Team employed 31 youth 
in an entirely virtual program designed by 
our Director of Education Kent Jackson and 
Youth Education Coordinator Stephen Lin. By 
partnering with other organizations’ summer 
programs, we were able to reach more teens 
with curriculum on topics such as food justice, 
diversity training, landscape architecture and 
Indigenous and European place-naming than 
in prior years. Participants learned valuable 
skills that will benefit them—and our green 
spaces—for years to come: 100% of Green 
Team members reported that their knowledge 
of environmental education, conservation 
and nature journaling increased, and all 
noted a greater connection to nature after 
taking part in the program. Showcasing 
unparalleled flexibility and resilience, 
Green Team and Youth Leadership 
Program members truly proved to be 
up to the challenges thrown at us by 
2020.

A Great Year for 
Trees in the Necklace Educating for a 

Greener Future

3,500 

300 
TREES WERE PRUNED 
OR INSPECTED 

YOUNG OR NEWLY 
PLANTED TREES WERE 

WATERED WITH 
20 GALLONS 

PER WEEK

100% 
OF PARTICIPANTS REPORTED GREATER 

CONNECTION TO NATURE AFTER TAKING 
PART IN OUR PROGRAMS

Regarding the environment, climate change and environmental 
justice issues, I learned how important water and plants are

—how they help us as well as animals. 

”

”
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Last year’s Youth Leadership Program cohort at a field trip. 
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L ast fall, the beginning of our fiscal year, began with its usual steady stream of community 
volunteer groups. We welcomed more than 100 volunteers from organizations such as North-

eastern University’s Alternative Spring Break Program, American Society of Civil Engineers, BU’s 
Department of Physical Therapy, BU HUGS and Mandarin Oriental. In October and November, these 
hardworking helpers replanted at Mother’s Rest and outside the Shattuck Visitor Center in the Back 
Bay Fens, weeded and cleaned up Liff Park and removed invasive plants in Franklin Park.

Preparing for larger and more frequent volunteer groups, we launched the Emerald Leaders pro-
gram, a leadership training for managing volunteer events in the Necklace. Seven Leaders were 
poised to begin in spring, when the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic caused us to reevaluate our 
volunteer programs for the year. As COVID cases rose and the pandemic unfolded, we maintained 
our commitment to the safety and health of our volunteers, staff and greater community. This 
meant cancelling first the large-scale annual Muddy River Cleanup, then smaller group events for 
the rest of the fiscal year. 

Undaunted, our volunteer program staff and Emerald Leaders continued, virtually, to foster a large 
community of passionate park users and volunteers with digital materials designed to inspire and 
educate about the Emerald Necklace. From presentations on invasive plant removal to works of 
art highlighting the Necklace’s famed vistas and hidden sights, Emerald Leaders got creative with 
showing their love for these parks. A COVID-19 Volunteer Event Protocol was also developed for 
volunteers to work in safe and socially-distanced ways; coupled with volunteer event guidelines 
from the Commonwealth’s Department of Conservation and Recreation, it makes possible for 
the Emerald Necklace’s many stewards to continue flexing their green thumbs for the good of 
Boston’s park system. As one Emerald Leader shared,

I am grateful to play a small role in helping to cultivate these green 
spaces that form an essential natural artery in the midst of our vast 
urban landscape.

Volunteers 
Show Their Love

100+ 

Our Parks—and Virtual Programs—
Kept Us Together
N one of us has ever experienced a year quite like 2020. With the emergence of the COVID-19 virus, the 

Conservancy acted quickly to adapt to the pandemic’s new realities. In a typical year, the majority of 
our programs occur from March to October; last year, our annual Night at the Symphony—a beloved event 
benefitting the Justine Mee Liff Fund, with help from partners at the Boston Symphony Orchestra and Four 
Seasons One Dalton Street, Boston—capped off our in-person events before they even got under way. The 
wave of postponements and cancellations that followed Governor Baker’s stay-at-home order in mid-March 
left us, like countless organizations nationwide, updating webpages, sending frequent email updates and 
pushing out deadlines in hopes of eventual rescheduling.

As the perennial milestones of our programmatic year—annual Muddy River Cleanup, Annual Meeting and 
Party in the Park in spring—were put on hold, our would-be event attendees headed out to the Necklace. 
With schools, restaurants, places of worship, stores and indoor recreation destinations shuttered, 
our neighbors sought community, fitness and a change of scenery in their local green spaces. 
What they found, over days that became weeks, then months, was balance: respite and 
recreation; community and solitude; familiarity and novelty in a landscape that was both 
quotidian and ripe for discovery. At a time when giving space and getting space became 
paramount, the Emerald Necklace—all 1,100 acres of it—was here for you. 

And you were here for us. Amidst drafting the latest communications, trouble-shooting Zoom 
meetings from makeshift home offices and attempting to maintain the rituals of the work week 
while obsessively hunting for grocery delivery timeslots, we repeatedly asked ourselves, “How are we 
best suited to serve our community in this challenging moment?” We focused on what you needed from 
the Necklace, and how we could best connect you to the ample green space in this city, to help you spread 
out and stop the spread. 

VOLUNTEERS ENGAGED 

” 438,000 
6ft  PARKS ARE HERE FOR YOU / 7

PEOPLE CAN FIT INTO THE EMERALD 
NECKLACE’S 1,100 ACRES WHILE 
MAINTAINING SOCIAL DISTANCING!
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When our Annual Meeting finally took place virtually in June, it was a resounding 
success, with over 120 attendees, including numerous public and elected officials. 
Participants learned about the Conservancy’s latest projects, then were inspired by 
guest speakers Marie and Dan Adams of Landing Studio and Garrett Dash Nelson of 
Boston Public Library’s Leventhal Map & Education Center to envision Charlesgate 
Park’s full potential to restore critical links for recreation, transportation and green 
infrastructure. 

And, although Party in the Park, our striking annual fundraiser for the Liff Fund, was 
postponed to 2021, our generous supporters kept with the spirit of the luncheon and 
affirmed their commitment to the Necklace and the Conservancy. Funds raised will help 
revitalize Charlesgate Park starting later this year, when two unsightly nonstructural 
stone walls will be removed thanks to Party in the 	Park support and 
a matching grant from the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation. This first step will open up new sightlines in this 
spacious park and mark the beginning of a new chapter 
in Charlesgate’s long history.

Whether we connected in the parks or 
“Zoomed” into your home last year, the Emerald 
Necklace was here for us: a place to clear our 
heads, lift our spirits or shelter us from the 
stresses of the pandemic. The ability to 
find solitude and fresh air in a metro area 
of over 4 million people—or simply to lose 
yourself in nature – is a special thing, and 
doing our part to make these experiences 
available to our neighbors was our proudest 
moment in a turbulent year.

Whether we connected with you in the parks or “Zoomed” 
into your home, the Emerald Necklace was a haven 
throughout a year when many of us sought safe refuge 
and a place to clear our heads or lift our spirits. 

We created a Here for You webpage with safety guidelines for visiting the parks, lesser-known 
park destinations and frequently updated content for neighbors of all ages to engage with the 
Necklace in the parks and from homes. From scavenger hunts and musical performances to 
virtual lectures and activities on mapping and plant identification, we shared what we love about 
the Emerald Necklace, and invited you to make your own discoveries.

We also designed, installed and maintained more than fifty temporary signs throughout the 
Emerald Necklace to promote pandemic park etiquette in five languages, point the way to less 
crowded park areas and link to our Mobile Tour Guide to orient park users on the go. This tool, 
at www.emeraldnecklace.tours, expanded with themed and seasonal tours such as Emerald 
Necklace in Bloom, Stroller Tours and Hidden Gems of the Emerald Necklace to encourage self-
guided and socially-distant exploration. 

A staff Virtual Engagement Response Team (VERT) was assembled early on to keep local 
park users and far-flung Necklace fans connected in the absence of in-person programming. 
This nimble and creative cohort stretched well beyond their job descriptions to become 
videographers and film editors, educators, graphic designers, tour guides and more, 
producing online programs and on-demand resources for park explorers of all ages. Our 
traditional Summer on the Emerald Necklace series expanded with guided virtual tours in 
the parks, activity kits for families, live Zoom yoga classes, webinars and more. The events 
proved so popular, we continued the offerings into fall and winter. In all, we staged 16 
events and countless on-demand online resources, welcoming 836 virtual attendees.

PARTICIPANTS 
ATTENDED 

16
 
IN-PERSON AND 
VIRTUAL EVENTS 
IN 2O2O

836 1,100 ACRES TO EXPLORE

www.emeraldnecklace.org/here-for-you/

Temporary signs, social distancing and countless Zoom engagements 
were part of our “new normal.” 

http://www.emeraldnecklace.tours
https://www.emeraldnecklace.org/here-for-you/
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Taking a Stand for 
Justice 

In the 
parks, you 
made your 
voices 
heard.

Advocating for a 
Restored Franklin Park
OOn the northwestern side of Franklin Park, in what 

was once the park’s green “Heathfield,” the Lemuel 
Shattuck Hospital awaits demolition. The 13 acres that 
were carved out of the park 70 years ago to make way 
for the hospital have spent the last several decades 
as a complex of buildings and parking lots. Most of the 
site’s services will soon move to a new facility near the 
Boston Medical Center, and the Commonwealth proposes 
providing a 99-year lease to a developer to build new 
facilities for current supportive services and supportive 
housing for the formerly homeless.

The planned demolition is a historic moment, an 
opportunity to reunite these lost acres with the public 
park. While championing the restoration of parkland 
to the public, we also believe that the site’s supportive 
services are critical in Boston’s ongoing opioid epidemic 
and advocate for locating them in a community setting 
that supports holistic care: one with easy access to 
public transit, jobs and daily necessities. Shattuck 
Hospital’s remote and isolated location is not such a site. 

Over the past year, we partnered with Northeastern 
University on three discrete graduate studies to evaluate 
alternative sites nearby—properties also owned and 
managed by the Commonwealth. Their research identified 
the largely vacant MBTA-owned Arborway Yard Bus Facility 
as a far superior site for the proposed services, with 
ready access to the Forest Hills MBTA station. Numerous 
community and transportation organizations have joined 

us in championing this site as a better-suited location that 
also offers the healthful benefits of nearby open space. 
 
For over 120 years, Franklin Park has served the 
surrounding communities of Roxbury, Mattapan, 
Dorchester, Roslindale, Jamaica Plain and beyond. While 
the site’s 13 acres may seem insignificant in the park’s 
total area, this site is one of many “carve outs” that, over 
time, have reduced the free and open area of the park 
by forty percent. Many of these reduced-access areas 
directly border the Roxbury, Mattapan and Dorchester 
neighborhoods, contributing to environmental inequity 
in our city. We hope to see the 13 acres of the previously 
paved-over Shattuck complex restored to Franklin Park, 
their public use determined by a community process.

Says Mauney-Brodek, “This moment represents an 
extremely rare opportunity to work collaboratively to 
restore parkland and provide a superior location for critical 
facilities close to green space and transit. Opportunities 
like this come once in a century, and we can’t afford to 
miss it, even if getting two public agencies to coordinate 
and align timing is ‘too hard.’ We see this as a win-win-win. 
Our high-needs neighborhoods shouldn’t have to wait 
another 99 years for another chance like this. This is our 
work, it is hard, but that is why we exist.” 

Want to learn more? Visit bit.ly/RestoreFP for timelines, 
updates and to learn how to get involved.

Opportunities like this come once in a century, and 
we can't afford to miss it.

KAREN MAUNEY-BRODEK”
A s we stood witness with the rest of the nation, we were appalled and heartbroken by the murder 

of George Floyd, the latest tragic victim of this country’s centuries-long history of violence toward 
Black lives. In June, we released a statement of solidarity with the Black Lives Matter movement and other 
organizations calling for action against systemic, racial injustice in our country. In the weeks and months 
that followed, we looked within to identify and address our own shortcomings in prejudices and practices 
that perpetuate racism. 

Since then, we have been listening and learning how to be allies and advocates, how to use our position 
as policy influencers to promote equality in programming and access to green space and how to advance 
the parks of the Emerald Necklace as a place where all are welcome, and injustice is not tolerated. This 
commitment has influenced decisions and processes both within the Conservancy and beyond, starting 
with a reexamining of how the 2022 Bicentennial of Frederick Law Olmsted—America’s public space 
visionary and chief architect of the Emerald Necklace—can contribute to ensuring equity, inclusion and 
social and spatial justice in our city now and in future. 

In the parks, you made your voices heard. Amidst countless protests throughout Greater Boston, in the 
streets and in our public spaces, Franklin Park—the crown jewel of the Emerald Necklace—became the 
destination of a march of thousands gathered to condemn police brutality and demand justice for the 
families of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery and too many more. This tremendous show of 
humanity, solidarity and support inspires our work and reminds us that the Emerald Necklace, envisioned 
by Frederick Law Olmsted to truly serve all, continues to be a powerful locus for coming together and 
being “seen coming together.”

Above: Lemuel Shattuck Hospital. 
Below: Franklin Park's open and publicly 
accessible space has diminished by 
more than forty percent since the park's 
completion in the 1890s.

https://www.emeraldnecklace.org/restoration/advocacy/shattuck-hospital-franklin-park/
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The Muddy 
Gets a Makeover
W inding its way through Boston and Brookline, from its source at Jamaica Pond to its 

mouth on the Charles, the Muddy River traverses several Emerald Necklace parks, 
and much of its watershed is Olmsted-designed land. The Conservancy itself was founded 
to advocate for the restoration of the river after several major flooding events shined a 
spotlight on decades of neglect and urban development. Today, we remain committed to 
restoring Olmsted’s vision for the Necklace’s central artery.

The Muddy River Restoration Project entered Phase 2 in 2020, marking a major milestone 
in improving the Muddy’s flood control capabilities—a goal that is increasingly urgent 
in the face of climate change and intensifying weather events. The US Army Corps of 
Engineers’ work of dredging the riverbed from Leverett Pond to Justine Mee Liff Park and 
in the Back Bay Fens, removing invasive plants and restoring the river’s shoreline will 
significantly improve natural habitat, increase the river’s visibility—literally—to surrounding 
neighborhoods and, most important, mitigate the potential impacts of Boston’s next 
“hundred-year storm”. 

Restoring the Muddy means many different things. It means improving its waterflow 
by removing sediment, invasive plants and undersized pipes. It means healthier water, 
thanks to stormwater runoff systems that don’t flow directly into the river. It means 
rehabilitating the riverbanks, tending native vegetation after years of neglect and 
reestablishing habitats for birds, fish and other wildlife. While temporary fencing, large-
scale equipment and occasional road closures may be the most visible signs of the 
project to the onlooker, the Muddy River Restoration Project is worth it: it not only helps 
our river and our parks now, but it will continue to benefit our green spaces and habitats 
downstream for decades to come.

This project is worth it: it doesn’t just help our river and our parks now; it will 
continue to benefit our green spaces and our City for decades to come.A Park Transformation 

in the Making
T he rebirth of Charlesgate Park from an uninviting road-locked plot 

to a verdant, multi-use green space that connects the Emerald 
Necklace to Charles River Esplanade, Commonwealth Avenue Mall and 
beyond takes a lot more than planning and planting. This critical Boston 
green space link is also a jigsaw puzzle of municipal jurisdictions—
the City of Boston, Massachusetts Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) and the Department of Transportation (MassDOT) 
all have a hand in the fate of these 13 acres, while Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection (MASSDEP) and even the 
Boston Water and Sewer Commission preside over the water in the 
Muddy River, which empties into the Charles here. 

Last year, landscape architects at Landing Studio completed a new, 
community-driven park design, including a universally accessible 
playground and a much-needed dog play area, while the Conservancy 
and Charlesgate Alliance kept the public informed with regular 
community meetings and worked to maximize the public sector’s 
investment in this green space lynchpin. Charlesgate is sandwiched 
between two major upcoming road infrastructure upgrades: to the 
north, Storrow Drive’s eastbound bridge is due for replacement in 2023, 
and, to the south, a section of the Mass Pike is slated for renovation. 
Leveraging these concurrent projects can bring transformational 
benefits to Charlesgate Park, from better access for people-powered 
transportation to improved water quality and urban tree canopy. The 
synergy even has the potential to result in the “daylighting” of the 
last 250 feet of the Muddy River—returning the Muddy to the surface, 

where it can benefit from exposure to sun, air and native plant life after 
decades of confinement in aging culverts. 

On the ground, incremental enhancements continue to reveal 
Charlesgate Park’s subtle beauty and its potential to become a vibrant 
urban oasis once more. Some 650 feet of chain link fence were recently 
taken down to improve access for park maintenance; trash and dead 
vegetation were removed during volunteer cleanups; and DCR’s park 
stewardship was complemented by Project Place’s cleanups for the 
second consecutive summer. We are proud of the many partners and 
neighborhood advocates who work tirelessly to secure victories big 
and small for Charlesgate and the Muddy River: Charlesgate Alliance, 
Charles River Watershed Association, Esplanade Association, Friends 
of the Public Garden, Muddy River Initiative and local elected officials—
thank you for working with us to envision a better future for Charlesgate. 

We are proud of the many partners and neighborhood advocates who work tirelessly to secure victories 
big and small for Charlesgate and the Muddy River.

1foot
THE NET CHANGE 

IN ELEVATION FROM 
THE MUDDY RIVER’S 

ORIGIN TO ITS 
OUTLET INTO THE 
CHARLES RIVER.

Left: A rendering of a “daylit” Muddy River at Charlesgate Park. Right: neighbors and 
stakeholders tour the park.
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Partners Shine a Light 
on the Emerald Necklace  

2 020 had its fair share of surprises, but, among our reassuring constants, were old and 
new partnerships that highlighted the Conservancy’s work and helped us reach a greater 

audience of park users and friends. In December 2019, the Prudential Center’s 31 Nights 
of Light literally spot-lit the Emerald Necklace Conservancy with a dedicated evening of 
emerald lights atop this iconic Boston tower. Later in the winter, we were grateful to continue 
our years-old partnership with Boston Symphony Orchestra at Night at the Symphony, 
an evening of music and conversation that supports the annual Party in the Park and the 
Conservancy’s Justine Mee Liff Fund. This year’s event included a stunning reception at the 
recently opened Four Seasons One Dalton Street, Boston, followed by a performance at 
Symphony Hall, with proceeds benefitting the revitalization of Charlesgate Park. 

Ever committed to uncovering the many joys of living and working in the Boston area, Boston 
Magazine amplified our efforts throughout 2020 as a Media Sponsor. From connecting 
residents with lesser-known parts of the Emerald Necklace by pointing the way to our 
mobile tour guide, to spreading word of our virtual Summer on the Emerald Necklace series, 
colleagues at the Magazine were by our side as we met rapidly changing circumstances with 
virtual events and nimble communications. And, in late summer, we were honored to be co-
recipients of a 2020 Preservation Massachusetts Olmsted Award together with colleagues at 
Friends of the Public Garden. The Award recognized our joint vision and stewardship of the 
entire Emerald Necklace tree canopy. A big thank you to our partners for helping spread the 
word of what it takes to keep our parks healthy, clean and accessible for all!

A big thank you to our partners for helping spread the word of what it 
takes to keep our parks healthy, clean and accessible for all! Getting Ready for a 

Big Birthday
A pril 26, 2022 will mark the 200th birthday of Frederick Law Olmsted, America’s first landscape 

architect and chief designer of the Emerald Necklace. Olmsted’s legacy of more than 5,000 projects 
in 45 states and across several countries shaped our nation’s concept of public green space, and no city 
captures his genius better than Boston, home to America’s first example of green infrastructure and the 
capstone project of Olmsted’s career—the Emerald Necklace. 

In anticipation of this milestone, the Conservancy, in partnership with the Frederick Law Olmsted National 
Historic Site in Brookline, MA, began planning for the Greater Boston Olmsted Bicentennial in late 2019. 
Initial conversations coalesced into a vision informed by the significant events of 2020 and centered on 
the underlying values of Olmsted’s designs for public spaces as places of healing, unity and empow-
erment. We looked beyond park stewardship organizations like ours to broaden the conversation to 
include partners in arts and culture, institutions of higher learning, community development corporations, 
health centers and more. The resulting cohort of more than 100 individuals representing over 55 organi-
zations, and growing—large and small, emerging and established, from Boston Harbor to Blue Hills—all 
share a vision for inclusive, accessible and equitable public green space in Boston, and believe in its 
power to heal, to unify, to empower. 

And, taking an honest look at the leadership of our organizations and those steering the Bicentennial 
planning, we began forming a Committee of Neighborhoods to better represent all Necklace neighbors 
and their parks needs in our planning efforts. Meeting alongside task forces on Partnerships in Programs, 
Inclusion, Communication and Resource Development, the Committee of Neighborhoods will lead the 
design of an equitable community grants process for learning outcomes and programs for the Bicenten-
nial that share the values of access, empowerment, unity and healing through open space. The resulting 
platform of cross disciplinary, citywide partnerships and programs, and a legacy of inclusive planning and 
decision-making, is the best birthday gift we can think of for Olmsted and our city.

Planning for Olmsted Now: Greater Boston's Olmsted Bicentennial 	
kicks off in spring 2021, with programming to take place from April to 
October 2022. Visit olmstednow.org to learn more.

4.26.2022
200TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF FREDERICK LAW 
OLMSTED’S BIRTH 

Above: The Prudential Center glowed emerald green to spotlight the Conservancy as part of 2019 31 Nights of 
Light. Below: guests enjoy a reception at Night at the Symphony.

https://olmstednow.org/
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Our deepest thanks to the 
individuals, foundations, 

corporations and government 
and institutional partners who 
contributed so generously to 
our pursuit of our mission to 
restore and improve the Emerald 
Necklace for all.

Individual Donors
$50,000+
Brooke C. and John R. Cook E	
Kate and Ben Taylor E, L

$25,000-$49,999
Sarah Freeman E, L

Barbara and Amos Hostetter E	
Elizabeth L. Johnson E	
The Caroline Loughlin Fund E	
Plimpton Shattuck Fund E	

$10,000-$24,999
Amy and David Abrams E		
Amy Bernstein E		
Thomas W. and Lisa A. Blumenthal E
Helen Burnham E		
David and Victoria Croll E		
Lynn Dale and Frank Wisneski L	
Marjorie and Nicholas Greville E

Cassandra H. Henderson E

Elizabeth B. and Edward C. 
Johnson E

Beth S. and Seth Klarman L	
Edwina Kluender L, O

Sherry and Alan Leventhal E
Cynthia L. and John S. Reed E

Louise C. Riemer E	
Holly Safford and Charles 

Weilbrenner E, L	
Catheline van den Branden E, L	

$5,000-$9,999
Amy Auerbach and Leo F. Swift E	
Nancy T. and Geoffrey S. 

Caraboolad E	
Ellie Cornish Chu and Brian Chu E	
Steven Conine and Alexi Grenadier 

Conine L	
James K. and Stephanie W. Cornell E
RoAnn Costin E		
Anne Fitzpatrick E, L	
Courtney and Michael Forrester E	
Julie Hume Gordon and Philip 

Gordon E, L	
Martin Hall and Sarita Uribe Hall E, L

Lisa and Mark Hastings E		
Serena W. Hatch E		
Julie† and Bayard Henry E		
Pamela Kohlberg and Curtis Greer E

Lianne G. Leventhal and Alexander 
Leventhal E

Arlene and Hugh Mattison E, L	

Barbara Millen E, L	
Lia and William Poorvu E		
Rosmarie Scully E		
Jessica Slater E, L	
David Taylor E		

$2,500-$4,999
Marygrace and Peter Barber E

Willa Bodman E		
William and Nan Braucher E

Mardee Brown and Jeffrey Libert L	
Kristin Burkhart E

Constance Cervone and Janet 
Deegan E	

Susan Helms Daley and Sean 
Daley E	

Laura DeBonis and Scott Nathan E
Flanagan Family E 		
Joyce and William Fletcher E

Jeannette Hsu E		
Michelle Knight E		
Lois R. Kunian and Stephen 	

Kunian E, L	
Sara and Charles McCabe E

Lee Moreau and Ana Miljacki E
Beth K. Pfeiffer † E		
Antoinette Russell and Louis 	

Bailey E	
Marilyn Smith and Charles 	

Freifeld E, L, O

Elizabeth L. Sterner E, L	
Kate Velásquez-Heller E		

Ben Wasserstein and Julia Turner E	
Kate and Carroll M. Williamson E	

	

$1,000-$2,499
Lisa and Joel B. Alvord E		
Alan Belzer and Susan P. Martin E	
Camilla Russell Bennett and 

George B. Bennett E		
Kelly Bierly E		
Shauna Brook L	
Judith and Tom Bullitt E		
Nonnie Burnes E		
Christine and Paul Cusick E	
Evelyn and Robert Doran E

Edward and Grace Fey E		
Karen and David Firestone E

Lily Poduska Flatley E		
Alexandra Fuchs E		
Anne and Sean Gavin E		
Barbara and Robert† Glauber E

Joan and Alfred Goldberg E

John and Ann Hall E		
Margery Hamlen and Joseph 

Hammer E	
Jerry Hausman E		
Steven and Jane Hoch E		
Susan and James Hunnewell E
Meghan Jasani E		
Mary Johnson E		
Seth and Cynthia Lawry E

Levi Family E		
Catherine and David MacKinnon E	

Karen Maloney E		
Sharon and Brad Malt E		
Josie and Jonathan Marston E

Carole E. Mathieson and John 
Iappini E	

Karen Mauney-Brodek E		
Tish and Stephen Mead E	
Judith and Robert Melzer E

Ann Merrifield and Wayne Davis E	
Pamela Messenger E, L	
David Moir O

Kathryn Cochrane Murphy and 
Glenn Murphy E, L	

Robert O’Block E		
Mary Papastavros E		
Nancy Place E, L	
Gene and Margaret S. Pokorny E	
Lata Prabhakar E	
Ute and Patrick M. Prevost E

Suzanne Priebatsch E		
Margaret Reiser and Charles 

Cooney E	
Lucy and Richard Robb E		
Ailene M. Robinson and Thomas E. 

Lewis E

Kate Rushford E		
Gordon and Barbara Russell E
Marie Louise and David Scudder E	
Anne Serrell E		
Daniel Slavin E		
Claire Stampfer E		
Lisbeth Tarlow E		
Robert and Amy Weinberg E

Susan and William White E

Jill O. and Kyle Zick E		
Anonymous E, L	

$500-$999
Caroline Balz L	
Jane D. and Kenneth M. Barna E	
Elizabeth Benedict E		
Ken Berk E		
Anita Berrizbeitia E		
Deborah and David Brooks E

Douglas Brooks E

Patricia and Lalor Burdick E

Jeanne and Eugene Burlingame E	
Holly and Dan Burnes E		
David R. Campbell L	
John and Marlene Childs E

Abby R. and Peter Coffin E

Frances H. Colburn E		
John S. Coldren E		
Susan and Douglas A. Donahue L	
Kitty and Michael Dukakis E

Ian W. Evans E		
Danae Foley E		
Janet Gelbart E		
Joseph Geller and Maria Benet E	
Lorna Gibson E		
Christian Halby and Susan 

Schaefer E	
Michael Halle E		
Elizabeth and Whitney Hatch E

Mary B. Horst E		
Sharon Hucul E		
Diana Humphrey E		
Nina and Ogden Hunnewell E
H. Parker James and Randall 

Albright E	
Holly and Bruce Johnstone E

Carol Ann and Edwin M. Kania E	
Wanita and Bill Kennedy E

Nan Porter and Matthew J. 	
Kiefer E	

Susan Knight and Jep Streit E

Betsy Ridge Madsen L	
Otile McManus and Robert 	

Turner E	
Louisa P. Miller L	
Sally Muspratt E		
Judith M. and James M. Oates E	
Marcia Peters E		
Katie Porter E		
Helen Pounds E		
Robert and Evelyn Pyle E		
Sylvia T. Richards-Gerngross E	
Elizabeth and Wilson H. 		

Rickerson E	
Patricia Roth E		
Tannaz Saponaro L	
Roberta K. Schnoor E		
Mark D. Smith E		
Ellen Smolka and Thomas Wolf E	
Mary and David Smoyer E 	
Steve and Carol Spinelli E
Catherine Sullivan E		
Meghan Swenson L	
Margaret Talcott and Scott 	

Scharer E	
Jean Tempel and Peter Wilson E	
Joan and Nicholas Thorndike E

Rose and David Thorne E		
Rosamond Vaule E 		
Zazik/Gale Family Charitable 	

Fund E	
Anonymous (2) E, O

Thank You to Our Supporters! 

Nothing has so 
consistently lifted my 

spirits like the Emerald 
Necklace!    

– SALLY ”



18 / PARKS WERE HERE FOR YOU  PARKS ARE HERE FOR YOU / 19

$100-$499
Ellen Abdow E		
Lori Adcock and Amiel Cooper E	
Roberta and Guilliaem Aertsen E	
Julia Africa E		
Jane L. Akiba E		
Lawson and Lars Albright E

Martina Albright and Jon 	
Bernstein E	

Angela M. Allen E		
Sarah and Tim Allen E		
Margarita Altamirano L	
Isabel A. Ancona E		
Lorrie R. Anderson and Conant 

Brewer E	
Michael Andrews E		
John and Dorothy Aram E 	
Joan Arnott E		
Susan Ashbrook and Fritz 

Casselman E	
Catherine S. Austin L	
Nolly Corley Austin E		
Lucy Axtell and John G. Porter E	
Rebecca Bachand E		
Sally and Eric Bacon E		
Sandra and John Baehrend E

Anne Shattuck Bailey L	
Rachel Bakish E	
Marjorie Bakken E, L	
Claire and James T. Baldwin E

Cynthia Barakatt E		
Margaret Barrett E 		
Alan and Diana Bateman E

Kevin Batt E		
Kimberley A. Beaudet E		

David Beck and Gregory van 
Boven E	

Jane Bernstein E		
Mel and Kathie Bernstein E

Lisa Bevilaqua E		
Elizabeth and Michael Bierer E

Carol Blair E		
Katherine Bowdish E		
Richard Breed III E		
Helene C. Brodette E		
Peter Brooke E		
Robert Brown and Elaine Beilin L	
Carmencita Bua E		
Ben Bullitt E		
Ilene S. Bunis E		
Caroline Burch O

Frank Burkard E		
Evan L. Busch E		
Kate and Paul Buttenwieser E

Ann Buxbaum E		
Pauline H. Bynum E		
Mario Cabodi E		
Joan Campbell L	
Tad and Peggy Campion E

Judith and George W. Carmany E	
Perry Carrison E		
Ronni and Ronald Casty E

Jon Clardy E		
Thomas Clasby and Deborah 

Rivers E	
Patricia Clifford E		
Tom Cohan E		
Suzanne Comtois E		
Elaine Conveney and Robert E. 

Dynes E	

Lydia Cottrell L	
Anne Cowie E		
Loretto and Dwight Crane E

Diddy and John Cullinane E

Paul W. Dansereau and Julie A. 
Miller E	

Susan and Robert Darnton E

Charles Deknatel E		
Laurent Delli-Bovi and Bill Zucker E	
Barbara Delutis L	
Emily Derr L	
Chris DeSisto E		
John DeVillars E 		
Murray and Mary Dewart E

Norma I. Dinnall and James S. 
Hoyte E	

Nan T. Donovan E, L 	
Stacey J. Drubner E		
Sarah and William J. Ducas E

David Duncan E		
Molly S. Dunne L	
Cemre Durusoy E		
Rebecca Eaton and Steven 	

Ashley E	
Emily Elwell E		
Gayle and Michael Epp E		
G. Douglas Evans and Don 	

Eunson E	
Florence L. Everett E		
James Everett L	
Susan Fahmy E		
Elsbeth and Alfred Falk E		
Nicholas Federoff E		
Michael Ferrante L	
Elisabeth Fine E		

THANK YOU 
John and Margot Finley, III E
Frances Shedd Fisher E	
Glenda and Robert Fishman E

Janet and James Fitzgibbons E

Anne Fleche E		
Charlotte Fleetwood E		
James Foley E		
Sarah and Charles L. Forbes E

Susan Forney E		
Robert and Rebecca Forrester E	
Anne W. Forsyth E		
Douglas and Paula Foy E		
Carolyn Fine Friedman and Jerry 

Friedman E

Danielle Frissell L	
Clinton and Kim Furnald L	
Rumman Gaffur E		
Lacy Garcia L	
David Garner E		
Margo George and Cathy Karrass E	
Katherine and Philip Getchell L	
Rania Ghosn E		
Karen Gilman E		
Carol Gladstone E		
Steve Glick and Julia Clarkson E	
Allison Goldberg L	
Alexander Y. Goriansky E		
Christopher Goward and Mary 

Robinson E

Eryka Greaves E		
Mary Greer E		
Garth and Lindsay Greimann E

John Growdon E		
Christopher and Wendy Hale E

Susan and Bruce Hampton E

Jane Hans E		

Anne B. Hartnett E		
Julie Hatfield and Tim Leland E

Joseph Hayes L	
Normand and Christine Helie E

Pamela P. Helms E		
Janice Henderson and Gerard 

Burke E	
Patricia Herzog and Norman 	

Janis E	
Mary A. Hickie and Esther A. 	

Kohn E	
Thomas and Deb Hoffman L	
Katherine Hope E 	
Caroline and Frederic Hoppin E	
May K. Houghton E		
William and Karen Huff E		
Emily W. Hughey E		
Charlie Humber L	
John and Pamela Humphrey L	
Clarissa and Walter Hunnewell E	
Erin Hutton E		
Elizabeth and J.A. Ives E		
Alison Poorvu Jaffe and Dan 	

Jaffe E	
Rhoda and Ralph Janis E		
Joshua Janson L	
Thomas Jin E		
Rosemary Jones E		
Helena Jonsson E, L

Barbara Joyce and Daniel J. 
Moulton E	

Martha Karchere and Luis Prado E
Helen and Nicholas M. Kelley E

Jane Kelley E		
Thomas B. and Joanna Kennedy E

Charles Kenney E		

Cameron Kerry and Kathy 
Weinman E	

Fred Knier E		
Lisa Koch and David Rohrlich E

Jean G. Krasnow E		
Robert Kretschmar E		
Kenneth Kruckemeyer E 		
Anthony Lacina E		
Theodore C. Landsmark E	
Al Larkin and Wendy Fox E

Maggie Lawler L	
Amanda Lawrence E		
Susan H. and David Lawrence E	
J. Kevin Leary E		
Henry Lee E		
Robert Levey and Ellen Goodman E

Meira Levinson and Marc Lipsitch E

Ursula Liff E		
Julie L. and John J. Linehan E

Jack T. Linn E		
Karen Loane E		
Johanna Lobdell E		
Andrea Loew E		
Joanna Luo E		
Daniel P. Lyons E		
Lisel and Mark Macenka E

Anne Mackin and Alex Krieger E	
Beth Mahar E		
Kumi and William Martin E

Rachel and Joseph Martin E

Elena Matlack L	
Margaret Ann Mauney E		
Susan and Robert Mayer E

Ann P. McCormick E		
Daniel McCuaig E		

These yoga 
classes have 
been extremely 
beneficial for 
me and my wife 
and is probably 
the MAIN reason 
that it has kept 
us sane during 
COVID. We 
both enjoy this 
tremendously 
and have been 
a constant 
source of joy.

– YOGA CLASS 
ATTENDEE ”

Since moving 
to the Jamaica 
Tower, Ward’s 

Pond has become 
my backyard…

Now, with all this 
quarantining, 

there are many 
neighbors out 

picking up 
garbage—the 

woods have never 
been cleaner!

– LIZ”
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Kathleen McDermott and Bill 
Nigreen E	

David McHale O

James and Katherine McHugh E	
Colleen McKiernan E		
Jen Mergel E		
Beverly Merz E		
Pamela Micozzi E		
Lindsay Miller E 		
Sally and John A. Miller E		
Margo Miller E		
Christopher and Catherine Milton E	
Dian L. Miujison L	
Hassan Mohanna E		
Susan and Marcel Moreau E

Susan N. Moreau and Pauline M. 
Cartier E	

Janet E. Morehouse E		
Dane and Alice Morgan E		
Walter Mucha E		
Betsy and John Munzer E		
Alice Murphy and William 	

Bancroft E	
Ronald Murphy E 	
Nicole Mushero E		
Sherif A. and Mary B. Nada E

Melody Nash E		
Helen P. Netos and William W. 

Erdman E	
John and Marjorie Nickles E

Douglas Nigen E		
Robert Oppenheim E		
Linda Sharp Paine and Thomas M. 

Paine O

Lindsey W. and Robert Parker E

Emily Paul E		

Christina Perez E		
Fredrick S. Perry E		
Lionel Peters E		
Charlotte and John Phillips E

Jean H. Pierce E		
May H. Pierce E		
Jennifer Pieszak E		
Frances G. and Harold I. Pratt E

Marion E. and William J. Pressley O

Suzanne and Bernard H. 	
Pucker E	

Wallis and Daniel Raemer E

Katherine Raisz E		
Trina Realmuto and Kevin Smith E	
Lois and Quentin Regestein E

Hanson Reynolds E		
Erinn Rhodes E		
Susan Ricci and Ted Stebbins E

Nancy B. Riegel E		
JoAnn Robinson E 		
Elizabeth B. Rogers E		
Daniel L. Romanow and B. Andrew 

Zelermyer O

Tina and E. Davis Rowley, Jr. E
Ethan Royce E		
Marcia Ruotolo† E 		
Barbara N. Salter E		
Gail Sansbury E		
Susan Sargent and Tom Peters E	
Judy Saryan and Victor V. 

Zarougian E	
Gary Saunders E		
Claudia Schaefer E		
Rosemary and Edward Schantz E

Tina and Paul A. Schmid E

Teresa M. Schreitmueller E

Jeff Schwotzer E

Karen M. Seelig E		
Polly and Dennis J. Selkoe E

Peg and Stephen Senturia E

Mary Jean Shultz E		
Eric Sillman and Rebecca Locke E	
Helaine A. Simmonds E		
Leslie Slavin E		
Sydney and James H. Sowles E	

	
Roberta and Steve Spang E

Vivian and Lionel B. Spiro E

Laura Staich E	
Peter Steiger E		
Howard and Fredericka 	

Stevenson E	
Janet Stotsky E		
Helen Strieder and Steve Crosby E	
Richard Stroshane E	
Pete Strutt E		
Nancy C. and Byron Stutzman E

Betsy Tarlin E		
Thomas Tetrault E		
Carolyn Thomas E 		
Robert Thompson O

Mona Tohamy and Eric Hansen E	
Sidney Topol E		
Thomas and Mary Frances 

Townsend E	
Sarah Bucknell Treco E		
Veronika Trufanova E		
Jeffrey Tumlin E		
Linda E. Turner E		
Christine Tuttle L

Nancy Van Zant E		
Jennifer Vasterling E		

Fredericka Veikley and Edward J. 
Burke E	

Frederick Vetterlein E		
Martha Vicinus O

Renata von Tscharner and Peter 
Munkenbeck E		

Neil Wallace E		
Susan Walling E		
Ray Warburton E		
Karin Weaver E		
Polly Welch E		
Amy and Ed Wertheim E		
Jerry Wheelock E		
Timothy and Wren Wirth E

Mary Wissemann E		
Edward Woll E		
Beth A. Worell and Joe F. Pryse E	
Sara Wragge E		
Gerald Wright E		
Louise Agee Wrinkle E		
Erik Wurster and Lydia Pace E

Ivy Xie E		
Julia T. Yang E		
May Yang E		
Jess Zimbabwe E		
Jerry and Linda Zindler E		
Anonymous (5) E

Foundation, Corporate and 
Institutional Donors

$50,000+
City of Boston E

High Meadows Foundation E

Anonymous E

$25,000-$49,999
Manton Foundation E	
The John and Sonia Lingos Family 

Foundation E	
Wilmington Trust E, L

$10,000-$24,999
The Albright Foundation Trust E	
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation E	
Boston Planning and Development 

Agency E
Hamilton Company Charitable 

Foundation E
KBK Foundation E	
Klünder Communications L

Massachusetts Energy Marketers 
Association E	

Merck Foundation E	
Samuels & Associates E 
The Lawrence & Lillian Solomon 

Foundation E	
Trillium Brewing Company E	
Edwin S. Webster Foundation E	

	

$5,000-$9,999
Boston Athletic Association E	
Brookline Community 	

Foundation E	
Jane B. Cook 1992 Charitable 

Trust E

Dior Couture L

Focus Real Estate E	
The Newbury Boston L

Ropes Wealth Advisors LLC L

Van Cleef & Arpels L

$2,500-$4,999
The Abbey Group E	
Alnylam Pharmaceuticals Inc. E	
The Paul and Edith Babson 

Foundation E

Barrett Tree Service East, Inc. E

Boston Harbor Hotel L

Four Seasons Hotel One Dalton 
Street, Boston E, L

Frederick Law Olmsted National 
Historic Site E	

Glendalough E	
Lovett-Woodsum Foundation E	
Mandarin Oriental, Boston L

Novartis E

Palace Head Foundation Inc E	
Red Sox Foundation E	
Reed Hilderbrand E	
Sasaki E 	
Stoss Landscape Urbanism E	
Tufts Health Plan Foundation E	
Willow E, L

$1,000-$2,499
Beacon Hill Garden Club E	
Brigham and Women’s Faulkner 

Hospital E	
Brown Advisory E	
Carney Family Charitable 

Foundation E	
Franklin Park Zoo | Zoo New 

England L

Friends of the Curley House E

The Garden Club of the Back Bay, 
Inc. E	

Smith, Sullivan & Brown, PC E	
Sprague Operating Resources LLC E
Target E	
Weston & Sampson E	
Whole Foods Market E	
Anonymous E, L

$500-$999
Boston Pops L	
Cervone Deegan & Associates E	
Cheryl Richards Photography L

The Druker Company, LTD E	
Friends of the Muddy River E	
Long’s Jewelers L

Noanett Garden Club E	
Tufts University E	
WorldBoston E	

$100-$499
Alchemy Foundation E	
AmazonSmile Foundation E	
Appleton Antique Lighting E	
Bar ‘Cino L

The Catered Affair L

Choix Home L

Inland Underwriters Insurance 
Agency, Inc.E	

J Bruce Law, LLC E	
O’Brien & Sons E	
SpyMom, LLC E	
Time Out Market Boston L

Verdant Landscape Architecture E	
Verisk Analytics E	

KEY

Donor list reflects donations between 
October 1, 2019 and September 30, 2020. 

E 	 Emerald Fund Donor 
L 	 Liff Fund Donor 
O 	 Olmsted Tree Society Donor 

† 	 Deceased

We have done our best to accurately list 
our donors. Please accept our sincere 
apologies for any errors or omissions and 
contact us at 617.522.2700 to help us 
correct our records. Thank you.
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Board of 
Directors
Benjamin Taylor, Chair 
John R. Cook, Jr., Vice Chair  
Martin Hall, Treasurer
Susan Helms Daley, Clerk

Louis Bailey 
Peter Barber 
Sonya Bhabhalia  
Constance Cervone  
Ellie Cornish Chu
James Cornell 
Christine Cusick 
Chris DeSisto
Courtney Forrester 
Sarah Freeman  
Julie Hume Gordon 
Marjorie Greville 
Lois R. Kunian  
Ted Landsmark 
Sofia Lingos-Papaliodis 
Barbara Millen 
Lee Moreau  
JoAnn Robinson, Chair, 
   Park Advisors  
Peter Sougarides  
Leo Swift 
Linda Edmonds Turner 
Kate Velásquez-Heller  
Carroll Williamson

Life Trustees
Michael Dukakis
Wendy Shattuck

Board of Park 
Advisors
Arboretum Park Conservancy
Arborway Coalition 
Arnold Arboretum 
Boston Committee of the 

Garden Club of America 
Boston Society of Landscape 

Architects 
Brookline GreenSpace Alliance 
Charlesgate Alliance 
Emerald Necklace Greenway 

Project 
The Fenway Alliance 
Fenway Civic Association 
Fenway CDC 
Fenway Garden Society 
Franklin Park Coalition 
Franklin Park Zoo / Zoo New 

England 
Friends of the Boston Park 

Rangers Mounted Unit 
Friends of Jamaica Pond
Friends of Leverett Pond
Friends of the Muddy River
Isabella Stewart Gardner 

Museum
Jamaica Hills Association
Jamaica Pond Association
MASCO 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

2020 Party in 
the Park 
Co-Chairs
Lydia Cottrell
Sofia Lingos-Papaliodis
Molly Plimpton
Holly Safford
Catheline van den Branden

2020 Docents
Susan Helms Daley
Karen D’Amato 
Don Eunson 
Stan Everett 
Dianne Gorman 
Michael Leidig 
Judy MacNeill 
Dan Moulton
Lucy Robb 
Rachel Strauss 
Nancy Stutzman  
Betsy Tarlin 

2020 Emerald 
Leaders
Marah Adams 
Avital Brodski
Nicolas Cusi 
Lindsay Davies 
Sarah Kaul
Sari Klein 
Steve Otieno
Drasti Patel 
Nishitha Sshidahar 
Rich Stroshane

2020 Staff
Ellen Arnstein
Evan Bradley
Samantha Cirillo
Julia Damiano
Mary Hickie
Erica Holm
Kent Jackson
Stephen Lin
Karen Mauney-Brodek
Jamie Santuccio
John Smith
Briana Thomas
Veronika Trufanova

NET ASSETS

Fixed Assets—Shattuck Visitor Center 685,810
Operating Funds 625,748 
Olmsted Tree Society 662,054
Shattuck Endowment 834,560
Justine Mee Liff Fund**  3,712,537

Total Net Assets $6,520,709
					   

This is a non-audited financial summary for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2020. 

The independent auditor’s report, including financial statements, is
available on the Conservancy’s website at emeraldnecklace.org/about-us.

* Party in the Park raises funds for the Justine Mee Liff Fund.

REVENUE 
Grants and Contributions

Emerald Fund 1,955,717
Olmsted Tree Society 3,710
Justine Mee Liff Fund—Party in the Park*   216,850

Total Grants and Contributions 2,330,277
Investments & Other Income 574,662
Paycheck Protection Program 154,000

Total Revenue $2,904,939
									       

EXPENSES
Programs / Projects / Events

Education & Youth Programs 163,581
Park Events and Visitor Services 169,530 
Maintenance, Restoration & Volunteers 378,441
Olmsted Tree Society Tree Management Program 676,404
Justine Mee Liff Fund—Party in the Park

Total Programs / Projects / Events $1,387,956
                	
Program Support

Fundraising 408,491
Administration 358,661 

Total Program Support $767,152
Total Expenses $2,155,108

Financial Summary 
Fiscal Year 2020

https://www.emeraldnecklace.org/about-us/
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Join Us in Caring for the 
Emerald Necklace

EMPLOYER MATCHING GIFTS

Many companies offer a matching gift program to current employees, 
which could double, triple or even quadruple your generous 
contribution to the Conservancy – at no cost to you! Make the most of 
your gift today by finding out whether your company matches gifts. 

GIFTS OF STOCK

To transfer a gift of publicly traded stock, simply provide your bro-
ker with the following information:

Fidelity Investments
#X01-568880
DTC#0226
Tax ID #04-3414988

Please notify our Development Office at 617.522.2700 with a 
description of the stock transfer (number of shares and company) 		
so that your gift can be acknowledged accurately.

DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS

Giving through a Donor-Advised Fund (DAF) allows individuals, 
families and organizations to make tax-deductible donations of 
cash, stock and other assets to the Conservancy through one 
centralized giving account. Have a DAF? Recommend a grant to the 
Emerald Necklace Conservancy today!

PLANNED GIFTS 

A planned gift is any gift made during life or at death as part of your 
overall financial or estate plan. A planned gift can allow you to make 
a substantial contribution to the Conservancy at a reduced cost to 
you and your family by:

•	 Taking advantage of tax benefits
•	 Retaining use of the asset during your lifetime, and/or
•	 Maximizing the after-tax benefits to your heirs.

Speak with your estate attorney about a planned gift to benefit 
the Emerald Necklace Conservancy, and let us know if you have 
generously included the Conservancy in your estate plans.

To learn more about all the ways you can support the Conservancy, visit www.emeraldnecklace.org/donate. 

R estoring and improving the Emerald Necklace for all – all 1,100 acres of it – is only possible with support from friends like you. The Emerald 
Necklace Conservancy relies on philanthropic gifts from individuals, corporations and foundations to steward the parks for today’s users and future 

generations of Bostonians. Make an impact for the Emerald Necklace today, and ensure its vibrancy into the future, with a gift to the Conservancy. 
In addition to making a donation online or through the mail, there are many ways to give, including:



Emerald Necklace Conservancy 
Mailing Address: 350 Jamaicaway, Boston, MA 02130
Shattuck Visitor Center: 125 The Fenway, Boston, MA 02115

emeraldnecklace.org | 617.522.2700      I         T      F
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https://www.emeraldnecklace.org/
https://www.instagram.com/emeraldnecklaceconservancy/
https://twitter.com/EmNecklaceBos
https://www.facebook.com/theemeraldnecklaceconservancy

