Thank you for helping keep wildlife wild!
Feeding geese and other waterfowl may seem harmless but there are actually many reasons it can
negatively impact the individual animals, the goose population, maintenance and health of our
park system and waterways, as well as human experience and safety in our parks.

Why feeding geese and ducks is harmful:
In the parks, feeding geese gives the birds little motivation to search
elsewhere, incentivizing them to stay put. This non-migratory population
can then expand greatly due to substantial habitat and access to food.
This expanded population does not migrate or move around to find food
which creates a reliance on human feeding which can lead to
malnutrition. Additionally, feeding geese increases the chance of
dangerous interactions between geese and humans (or other animals),
causes damage to park land from grazing, pollutes waterways from feces runoff, and
reduces recreational uses of park areas due to geese presence and feces.
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Feeding geese can lead to serious illness from malnutrition and a reliance on human
feeding. When humans feed geese they typically choose a carbohydrate-rich food like
bread or crackers, this type of food is not healthy for the goose and can lead to health
problems like angel wing, a deformation which can lead to the inability of the bird to fly.
Hand feeding geese reduces their fear of humans which could lead to dangerous
interactions and disease transmission. Canada geese are often territorial and aggressive,
especially when protecting their goslings. Adult geese can violently chase other animals
and children and are known to hiss and bite.
An increased population of geese that stays put ultimately increases the amount of
feces runoff into our rivers and increases park damage due to grazing. A single goose
can consume up to four pounds of grass per day, producing as much as three pounds of
fecal matter daily. Goose feces is not only unsightly, but also unsanitary. Goose feces in
Massachusetts has tested positive for bacteria such as Chlamydia, Listeria and Salmonella,
as well as the parasites Giardia and Cryptosporidium. In fact, Canada geese have been
known to negatively affect water quality in both recreational waters and wetlands due to
runoff from their feces.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Across the country, Canada goose populations have been steadily increasing; from 1970 to 2010,
resident Canada goose populations in the United States increased about 14-fold—from 250,000 to
3.5 million. In the Eastern United States alone, resident Canada goose populations exceed 1 million
and have increased by 2 percent each year during the last 10 years. While Canada geese have
passed through Massachusetts on their journeys to and from their breeding grounds for centuries,
the geese that breed in Massachusetts are relatively new to the state. In fact, prior the 1930s it
was highly unusual for geese to nest in the Massachusetts area. Today, however, not only are
geese populations thriving, but according to the state’s Division of Fisheries & Wildlife, two
different populations of Canada geese reside in the Commonwealth.

TWO SUBSETS OF CANADIAN GOOSE POPULATIONS
To understand the impact of the Canada Goose populations in the Boston parks, one must first
understand the establishment of the two different populations. The first is a migratory population
that passes through in the spring and fall, referred to as the Atlantic Flyway population. The other
population is made up of “resident geese” – these are descendants of captive geese used by
waterfowl hunters in the early 18th century. After live decoys were outlawed in the 1930s, many
waterfowl hunters released their captive birds into the wild. With no migration pattern, these
geese began nesting, which was soon followed by a massive population explosion—by 1976, geese
were breeding throughout the Commonwealth, and by 1993 there were an estimated 32,000
resident geese in the state.
The geese in Boston’s parks thrive due to the absences of migration instincts and natural
predators, and a large body size, which allows them to survive winter. In fact, geese in urban
areas tend to live twice as long as their migratory counterparts.
Adapted from “Addressing the Increasing Canada Geese Population in Boston Parks” by Julia
Damiano, June 25, 2020.
Learn more about Canada Geese and feeding waterfowl here at Mass.gov Canada Geese
Information: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/learn-about-canada-geese
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