
 

 

Pond and Riverway Scavenger Hunt  

See which animals you can find in the Emerald Necklace! 

Activity Summary: 

In the book Over and Under the Pond by Kate Messner and Christopher Silas Neal, there are lots 

of animals that appear. Many of these animals live right here in the Emerald Necklace. See 

which ones you can spot!  

Common Raccoon  

Raccoons are seen frequently across the Emerald Necklace. They           

eat both plants and animals, making them omnivores. You might 

find them near a pond fishing for frogs or crayfish. Raccoons have 

agile hands that allow them to be nimble and catch prey quickly.   

 

Great Blue Heron  

Great Blue Herons are wading birds that eat fish, frogs, and 
other water animals. Their long skinny legs allow them to wade 
gracefully through the water and their longs beaks help them 
strike quickly when they hunt. You can find these birds all over 
the Emerald Necklace where there is water, including Jamaica 
Pond, Back Bay Fens, or the Riverway.  

© Jordan Broadhead (CC-BY-NC) 

              Painted Turtle  

Painted Turtles have been seen in Franklin Park in 

Scarboro Pond and the Back Bay Fens in the warmer 

months. You won’t be able to spot them in the winter, 

because to stay warm the burrow into the mud at the 

bottom of the pond to hibernate. Painted Turtles have 

bright yellow and red markings on their shells and bodies. 

Keep an eye out for them to emerge in the warmer 

months!  
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Red-winged Blackbird  

Red-winged Blackbirds are commonly seen in the Back Bay Fens 

and the Riverway. The live near ponds and wetlands. Only the 

males have bright red wings, the females are brown. Other than 

their distinctive wings, you can recognize this bird by its loud call 

which sounds like cuck-la-ree! 
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American Goldfinch  

You can spot a Goldfinch by its bright yellow color.           

Goldfinches like to perch on shrubs or small trees, and can 

be seen in fields, meadows, and thickets. A good place to 

look for Goldfinches is the Arnold Arboretum.  
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Bonus Animal: Bald Eagle  

Bald Eagles have been seen in the winter months near 

Jamaica Pond hunting for prey. The birds mostly eat fish, 

and its wingspan (the length from wingtip to wingtip with 

wings outstretched) can reach up to 7 feet! The Bald Eagle 

is not actually Bald, but had white feathers on its head 

that make it appear to be. See if you can spot one this 

winter in the Emerald Necklace! 
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Technology Extension:  

Document the animals you find in the Emerald Necklace with the iNaturalist Project!  

Discover the Emerald Necklace! is an iNaturalist project, focusing on the biodiversity within the 

Emerald Necklace parks system. Add new observations or help ID over 6,000 existing entries to 

learn about the 1,200+ species that inhabit the Necklace! From Charlesgate to Franklin Park, 

explore each individual park and join a community enthusiastic naturalists! 

Learn more about how to participate here. 

 

Map of the Emerald Necklace: 

Use this map to guide you on your hunt. You can download the map, and maps of each park in 

the Necklace here.  
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Images of Scarboro Pond in Franklin Park during the late fall 
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