Wiy,
S N2

)
-~
i~
I~ =

Emerald I_\Tecklace

CONSERVANCY

SIX OF ONE, HALF DOZEN OF ANOTHER

Use your senses to find and classify contrasting objects Age 6+ ~30min

This is a great activity for making detailed observations and improving your child's appreciation
of our natural world in a fun and engaging way.

Materials

Empty egg carton or similar container with multiple
compartments.

Activity Steps

Give the kids a pair of opposite words and challenge
them to go out and find objects based on each
descriptive word and place the objects in the container.

- For example, find 6 objects that are “rough” like
the top of a turtles shell and 6 different objects
that are “smooth” like the bottom of a turtle’s
shell.

- Some other examples of opposite words to search for include: round and flat, hard and
soft, light and dark, sharp and dull, warm colors and cool colors, and symmetrical and
asymmetrical.

Before they collect, teach the children the rule of 10: If there are more than 10 of that object,
they can pick it, otherwise leave it for others to enjoy. If doing this activity with a larger group of
kids, make sure to set boundaries before sending them off. Watch as the kids explore new areas
and uncover new things they may not have noticed before!

Depending on how many kids you are working with, you can do this activity as one team, or
break into smaller teams and then share what you found with each other and try to guess the
descriptive opposite words. This activity can also be extended in so many ways.

Expansion ideas

- Try different pairs of opposite words

- Set time limits or different boundaries for where kids go.

- Wirite a story using the opposite words and all the objects that were collected
- Sort the objects into smaller groups based on different characteristics

- Create an art piece using all of the objects.

- You could also choose to look for items inside your house that are opposites.
- The possibilities are endless!

This activity is from Life Lab.


https://lifelab.org/2020/03/six-of-one-half-dozen-of-the-other/

