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Dear Friends,
The visitor, arriving at the Shattuck Visitor Center on a
Hubway bike, was on a mission. Inspired by a PBS documentary about Frederick Law Olmsted, he arrived in Boston from Vancouver to see the Emerald Necklace for himself. Unfolding our map, I pointed out the recommended
bike route from the Fens to Franklin
Park and suggested he keep an eye
open for one of the Great Blue Herons
or Red-tailed Hawks that frequent the
parks. Our Canadian visitor was in for
a treat on this picture-perfect day.
The Emerald Necklace draws people
from around the world and down the
street. They come for garden strolls
or sailing, a game of Frisbee or a
round of golf. They seek history or community or solitude.
They explore The Wilderness in Franklin Park, the bike
paths along the Riverway and the zoo. People of all ages
and backgrounds flock to the parks to enjoy this oasis in
the city.

For the past 16 years, the Emerald Necklace Conservancy
has brought people together to maintain and restore the
parks for all to enjoy. With your support, and the help of
our Green Team youth and the 670 volunteers who joined
us on work projects since April, roses were pruned, litter
cleaned up and invasive plants removed.
We’ve made it a priority to protect and maintain the trees
that feature so prominently in the park landscape, and recently completed a tree inventory, assessment and management plan to guide our work with our public partners
for the next three to seven years. You’ll read more about
this project on Page 4.
Whether you completed the Conservancy on-line survey,
celebrated the arrival of spring at our annual Party in the
Park or donated an hour of your time, you are part of the
Emerald Necklace family and we thank you.

See you in the parks!

This was evident at our Summer Sundays concerts this
year as we saw a 50% increase in attendance over last
year. Perhaps you, too, enjoyed the pre-concert family play
time (new this year) that drew the young and young-atheart to try out bouncing balls, play a game of corn toss
or teeter along a balancing path.
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If you have not had the opportunity to support the Emerald Necklace
Conservancy yet, please make a gift and join the community of people who believe
the Emerald Necklace parks are a vital resource in our
neighborhoods. Donations can be made at
www.emeraldnecklace.org or by calling Susan Knight at 617-522-2700.

Please join us for

An Emerald Evening
Wednesday, November 19, 2014
6:00 - 8:30 pm
Koch Gallery, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

To honor one of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s
founders and newly-appointed Life Trustee, former
Governor Michael S. Dukakis.
Michael has been a champion of parks and open space long before and during
his terms as Governor. Out of public office, he has continued to advocate for the
benefits of urban park land and the people who depend on their resources.
He has challenged all of us to follow suit.
All proceeds from the event will directly support the Conservancy’s programming in the Emerald
Necklace park system. For sponsorship and ticket information go to www.emeraldnecklace.org.
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volunteer & youth programs
“Before I came here, I wasn’t a nature person – I didn’t really like being outdoors in the woods. [But] I learned that it’s actually different from
what I thought it was. I gained the experience of being out in nature all day. And I got to know my crew and I really enjoyed them.”
–Coliea, Member of the Green Team (in photo, at far left)

The Green Team: Making a Difference
The Olmsted Park Woodlands are rich with more than 40 hardwood tree species but invasive
plants such as Glossy Buckhorn (Frangula alnus ) and Bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) are
interfering with the natural regeneration of the woodlands. The Green Team learned how to identify and remove these plants and cleared the invasive species from
nearly ten acres of woodlands as well as in areas adjacent
to Jamaica Pond.
Taryn Kincaid, youth programs coordinator, states,
“While our Green Team youth make a measurable impact
in the parks, they also make new friends and build comGreen Teamers, Coliea (L) and
munity. Their growing environmental knowledge and
Autumn remove invasives.
attitudes are cemented by these social connections,
forming a deep commitment to civic responsibility and park stewardship that continues
long after the program ends.”
“After work, you’re tired, but you want to do it again
because you’re surrounded by great people.”
–Evander, member of the Green Team

Canoeing and camping are part of
the Green Team experience.

Volunteers: Bringing Conservancy Programs to Life
Volunteers are the lifeblood of the Conservancy. A heartfelt thank you to our Tuesdays with Roses participants, Second Saturdays Woodlands and Muddy River Cleanup volunteers, corporate, community and student groups, and our Emerald Necklace
docents, Shattuck Visitor Center greeters and interns who have given more than 2,400 hours working in and on behalf of the
Emerald Necklace in 2014. We continue to be inspired and grateful for your dedication and stewardship.

What our volunteers are saying!
“For me, it’s therapeutic and relaxing.
And you meet great people.”

“I'm kind of cold and wet but [ it was ]
an awesome day!"

“You see right away the difference
you can make.”

–Ed, Tuesdays with Roses Volunteer

–JJ, Muddy River Cleanup Volunteer

–Laurie, Tuesdays with Roses volunteer
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caring for our trees
“The recent detection of the invasive Emerald Ash Borer in Boston underscores the importance of the Emerald Necklace tree project.
Using data from the survey, the team was able to locate the ash trees in the inventoried areas right away for a quick inspection.”
–Ray Oladapo-Johnson, Emerald Necklace Conservancy Director of Park Operations

Trees symbolize potent reminders of the continuity of life through generations.
The trees and landscapes of the Emerald Necklace are treasured for the memories they evoke for residents and visitors
alike, while also serving to provide valuable health and environmental benefits and enhance the natural beauty of our urban
area. In 2013, the Olmsted Tree Society was established to preserve and protect the trees of the Emerald Necklace through
the identification and improved care of more than 7,000 heritage and specimen trees, 200 acres of woodlands and 8.5 miles
of water’s edge trees.
Contributions toward the Society’s efforts have provided close to $1 million. Over the past year, the Conservancy has worked
in collaboration with its public partners – Boston Parks &
What’s a
Recreation, Brookline Parks and Open Space, and the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation – to
Heritage Tree?
undertake an initiative to assess the health and maintenance
The Olmsted Tree Society’s
needs of the existing tree canopy and to plant new trees
Heritage Trees are those with trunk
where needed in the parks and parkways along the Necklace.
diameters of 30” or greater.
Of the 7,000 inventoried trees,
1,105 (16%) were determined to
be Heritage. Sixty-six trees are 48”
or greater and would have been
present or planted during
the construction of the
Emerald Necklace.

Working with Ray Oladapo-Johnson, the Conservancy’s
Director of Park Operations, Boston-based Kyle Zick Landscape Architects led a team of arborists, foresters, and landscape historians to complete the initial Tree Inventory and
Assessment phase. The team identified and reviewed previous studies of conditions in the historic parkland, inventoHeritage Tree (London Plane) PHOTO ERIK GEHRING
ried the trees and woodland vegetation, and developed
accessible and comprehensive mapping using the latest
Photo of a Heritage Tree at Pinebank.
PHOTO: ERIK GEHRING
London Planetree (Platanus x acerifolia).
Geographic Information System technology. The team
recently documented their recommendations in a comprehensive management plan including implementation strategies and
approximations of cost estimates for the work that needs to be done.
Findings from the tree survey:

At a glance…
7,000 Trees inventoried and
measured
219 Woodland acres assessed

With 7,000 trees and more than 200 acres of woodlands to help care for,
we need your help! We learned from the survey that:

127 Species recorded
84% Deemed in fair to good
condition

The soil is so compacted around some of the trees, it’s like cement.
Invasive plants are out-competing some of the native trees in the woodlands.

85” Diameter of the largest
tree, a White Willow in
the Back Bay Fens

The sodium in the soil along the parkways is at toxic levels.
New trees need consistent watering for two years until they are established.

48% Are 18” diameter or
greater

Your contributions to the Olmsted Tree Society help us take action
and care for the ongoing needs of the park trees.
Please join us in this important work. Donations can be made online at www.emeraldnecklace.org
or by calling Susan Knight at 617-522-2700.
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NEWS & EVENTS
Party in the Park 2014
On May 14th, an unseasonably chilly morning gave way to a
sparkling day to welcome Party in the Park guests to the new
location at Pinebank Promontory, overlooking picturesque
Jamaica Pond. Wearing the season’s finest hats and fashions,
guests helped raise more than $770,000 in support of the Liff
Fund for the Emerald Necklace.

ROGER FARRINGTON

Ursula Liff presented the Justine Mee Liff Spirit Award to
Elizabeth Barlow Rogers, founder of the Central Park Conservancy. A champion of urban parks preservation, Betsy’s pioneering work with Central Park served as a model for the formation of our Conservancy.
ROGER FARRINGTON

A banner hanging in the tent proudly displayed a tweet from
Mayor Martin J. Walsh: “By the time my first term is over we
will have the greatest parks system in America.” This resounding support for parks echoed throughout the tent as guests
participated in a lively auction to support the care of trees
outlined in the Emerald Necklace Tree Inventory, Conditions
Assessment and Management Plan.
PHOTO, ABOVE: Party in the Park Chairs with Party Co-founder Wendy
Shattuck and “Mr. Olmsted.” L-R: Kim Furnald, Cackie Austin, Wendy
Shattuck, “Mr. Olmsted” (Gerry Wright), Camille Valentine, Holly Safford
and Lynn Dale.

Summer Sundays in the Park Sizzles!

Approximately 1,950 people attended our Summer Sundays in
the Park concert series, an increase of more than 50% from
last year. With a pre-concert play space and stellar
performances by the Boston Landmarks Orchestra Ensemble,
Metropolitan Wind Symphony, Longwood Symphony String
Ensemble and the Boston Opera Collaborative, these were
summer evenings to savor.
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Grateful thanks go to the Party in the Park Committee and our
tireless Chairs: Cackie Austin, Lynn Dale, Kim Furnald, Holly
Safford and Camille Valentine , without whom none of this
would have been possible.
Please save the date for the 12th annual Party in the Park to be
held on Wednesday May 13, 2015 at Pinebank Promontory.

PHOTO, ABOVE: Mayor Martin J. Walsh with (L-R) Ursula Liff and Liff
Spirit Award recipient Elizabeth Barlow Rogers.

Restored Rose Garden Fountain
The cherubs are back and the
fountain is flowing once again
in the Kelleher Rose Garden,
Back Bay Fens. Unveiled by
Mayor Martin J. Walsh in a
ceremony in June, the fountain
was reconstructed based on
the original 1931 design by
Arthur Shurcliff.
A special project of the Liff
Fund for the Emerald Necklace, the restoration also
included the installation of recreated statuary and planters.
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125 The Fenway, Boston, MA 02115

Connecting People and Parks and Conserving the Emerald Necklace
Stop litter in our parks!
Vote “Yes” on 2 on November 4th.

CALENDAR
For details on these and other listings, visit www.emeraldnecklace.org
Crossroads: Energy Necklace on the Emerald Necklace
Temporary site-responsive installations along the footpath in the Back Bay Fens,
from Museum Road to the Shattuck Visitor Center. Presented by the Energy
Necklace Project. Sept 14 - Dec 17, 2014.
Explore the History, Landscape & Hidden Gems of the Fens
Free guided walks on alternate Saturdays and Sundays through October.
Shattuck Visitor Center. Sept 27; Oct 5, 11, 19, & 25; 11am -12:30pm.
Circle The City: Open Streets returns to Blue Hill Avenue
Activities for all ages on car-free Blue Hill Avenue. Sun, Sept 28, 1-5pm.
Second Saturdays Woodlands Volunteers
Sat, Oct 11, 10am - 1pm. Meet at Daisy Field, Olmsted Park.
See The Parks, Save The Parks: Our B.A.A. Half Marathon team
Come support and cheer on our team! Sun, Oct 12, 8am, Franklin Park.
Opening Our Doors at the Shattuck Visitor Center
Special activities include a guided walk at 11am, afternoon screenings of the
documentary, Olmsted and America’s Urban Parks and more. Mon, Oct 13.
An Emerald Evening to Honor Michael S. Dukakis
Koch Gallery, MFA, Boston Wed, Nov 19 6-8:30pm. See details on Page 2.

It’s now up to Massachusetts voters to
say NO to litter and YES to an updated bottle bill,
and we need your help.
An updated bottle bill will include bottled water,
tea and sports drinks - items that became popular
after the original bill was passed 30 years ago.
Bottles currently covered under the
deposit system see a recycling rate of 80%.
Less than 23% of containers without a deposit
are recycled. The need is clear.

What you can do:
Vote “Yes “on 2 on November 4th.
And learn more at
emeraldnecklace.org/updated-bottle-bill/

Save the Date! 12th Annual Party in the Park
Wed, May 13, 2015. Pinebank Promontory, Jamaica Plain.
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